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re-opening in the nineteen seventies, Development
Cooperation has been the mainstay of the embassy's work.
This has come to an end.

Message from the New Ambassador of the Kingdom of
The Netherlands
His Excellency Mr Louis W. M .Piet

Sri Lanka's progress, the changes in the political context
here and in The Netherlands as well as the effects of the
more recent economic and financial crisis have brought an
end to the bilateral program of Development Cooperation
and it will not come back.

Dear members of NAAL,
It is a great pleasure to introduce
myself to you as the new
Ambassador of The Netherlands
in Sri Lanka. Some of you may
remember me, as I had been
posted in Sri Lanka before. In
1983 - 1984 I was the Third
Secretary in the embassy,
responsible, among other
charges, for the Fellowship
Program. My wife and I very
much enjoyed our stay here, so
when the opportunity arose to come back, we didn't need to
think very long. We arrived some eight months ago and
indeed it feels good to be back!

Today's challenge for the embassy is to build and reinforce
the political, economic and cultural ties between our two
countries. My role as an Ambassador, and that of my staff,
is to be a networker, a broker, bringing parties together,
providing information, explaining Sri Lanka to my fellow
countrymen and providing information on The
Netherlands to my Sri Lankan friends. The promotion of
trade and investments is the most important part of that
work.
Economic diplomacy is the new buzzword in The Hague
and my Minister takes this task very serious. The
Netherlands has always been a trading nation. We are
important producers of agricultural products and we have a
strong industrial base with names such as Philips, Unilever
and Shell. But we have to sell our products and services
abroad as the local market is too small. The embassy's role
is to promote exports and to attract investments; we
provide information, pave the way, we open doors and
facilitate contacts.

Much in this country has remained the same. Nature is still
of a stunning variety and beauty. In all our travels over the
past thirty years I haven't seen a country of such natural
abundance; it is still close to paradise! The population has
retained its friendliness. “Ayubowan” is not just a routine
greeting, but for most people it comes from the heart and
makes foreigners feel welcome. And cricket is still the
nation's passion!

Fortunately the ground for such work in Sri Lanka is very
fertile. The Netherlands and Sri Lanka have strong bonds
of varying character.

But much has changed as well! The internal conflict that
started so unfortunately in 1983 finally came to an end in
2009. The challenge upon the people of Sri Lanka is now to
consolidate the peace, to overcome the differences and to
reconcile. Much is being done to improve infrastructure
throughout the country, to reconstruct what has been
damaged by the war. But reconciliation requires more and
different steps, for which the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission has made very valuable
recommendations.

We share a large part of our history that has resulted in
important monuments of common cultural heritage. These
are not only the Dutch forts that can be found in some 25
different places throughout the country, but also archives,
street names, churches, houses, the Roman-Dutch law
system, Dutch words in Sinhala and Tamil and last but not
least a large group of Burghers who are both proud of their
Sri Lankan nationality and Dutch roots.

Economically Sri Lanka has done well, certainly taking its
tumultuous political past into account. Building on strong
foundations in education and health services the economy
has grown, making Sri Lanka a lower middle income
country. The private sector has seized opportunities in
various sectors like garments, agriculture, construction
and tourism, creating employment and income to the
population of Sri Lanka. More needs to be done to further
stabilize the economy and to improve the investment
climate, providing Sri Lankan and foreign entrepreneurs
the opportunity to contribute to economic growth.

We have strong economic ties as well. In 2011 bilateral
trade between The Netherlands and Sri Lanka reached
USD185 million (export from Sri Lanka) and USD 119
million from the Netherlands, growing almost 20 percent
in comparison to the year before. Dutch companies have
invested in garment industries, in tobacco processing,
trailer manufacturing, in hospitals and in hotels. Other
companies contributed to improving infrastructure: coastal
improvement, water supply, fisheries harbours and airport
construction. The main Netherlands supply is in the sector
food, beverages and tobacco, but also the export of
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, machinery and agricultural

These changes in Sri Lanka have had consequences for the
Dutch embassy as well. For more than 35 years, since its
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products are considerable. Sri Lankan companies export
garment, rubber finished products, tea, tobacco and fish as
the main products to The Netherlands. The number of
Dutch tourists is also rising sharply by 15 to 20%
annually.

MICRO CREDIT PROJECT OF STICHTING
NETHERLANDS SRI LANKA TO ASSIST
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS (IDPs) IN
THE NORTH
This project was initiated during the visit of President
Mr S P C Kumarasinghe, Mr Sunil Rodrigo, Mr S
Hettiarachchi, Mr F H Ansar, and Mr S M S B
Niyangoda to Vanni on 17 January 2011 by first
forming 12 Micro credit societies. After fulfilling the
official procedures and opening bank accounts the
societies were given the cheques to the value of
LKR.75,000 to each society as the initial seed money at
a ceremony held at Buddhist Center Vavuniya on the
15 August.

But there are more that bonds our two countries together. I
have never come across a country where you can find such
large numbers of NGO's and projects initiated by Dutch
people: children's homes, schools, centers for disabled,
homes for the elders, training institutes, micro credit
facilities, etc. On the other side of the globe there are tens
of thousands Sri Lankans living in The Netherlands. They
emigrated, have been adopted, studied or found jobs and
decided to stay. To me all these contacts, all these bonds
between people that have nothing to do with government
or business, indicate that there is something special
between Sri Lanka and The Netherlands: an invisible link
across the oceans.

It is planned to conduct 3 workshops in Vavuniya,
Mannar and Mullaitivu to monitor the progress and
also to impart more knowledge to Office Bearers of
above societies in the management of these funds.
NAAL intends to give additional LKR 25,000 each to
the five best performing societies. The newly formed
societies also will receive their grants during this visit.
NAAL observed the progress reports submitted by
Lt.Col. Kahagalle who facilitated this project with Mr.
Sunil Rodrigo of NAAL and found that they are
functioning satisfactorily. An Interim Report on the
progress was sent to Dr. Jongens who promoted this
Project.NAAL is in communication with relevant
officials in North to fix up dates for the workshops
which we hope to complete in a 4-day visit to
Vavuniya, Mannar and Mullaitivu. The project
coordination is entrusted to Mr Sunil Rodrigo
Executive Committee Member.

Among all these contacts one group has a special
significance: the alumni of Dutch universities and
institutions of higher education. The members of NAAL
have studied in The Netherlands, some for a few weeks or
months, others some years. You have come to know my
country and subsequently you have returned to Sri Lanka,
using the knowledge gained to reach positions of
sometimes considerable importance. I would like to call
on you to assist me in strengthening the links between our
two countries. Help me in fulfilling my role as a
networker. Please call on me when you see opportunities
for business, for trade, for investments. Also please call on
me if you see other opportunities or needs. The embassy
may be able to provide you with the right contacts.
PROJECT TO ASSIST CHILDREN OF THE
INTERNALLY DISPLACED FAMILIES IN
MANNAR

REPRINT OF THE NETHERLANDS CEYLON
HERITAGE BY DRS EVERT JONGENS

SOS Velsen donated 20 bunk beds and 40 mattresses to
Christ the King Girl's Hostel Murunkan Mannar at the
request of Sr.Sebasthi to Mr. Klaas van Slooten to provide
comfortable sleeping accommodation for the girls of
displaced families in the North. The beds were received
by Sr. M. Doreen at the hostel. The total project cost was
LKR 487,770/-. The Project Executed by Mr Linton
Fernando and Mr Sunil Rodrigo

The above book was revised and re-printed during the
year by NAAL. The book is available for sale at the
NAAL Office. It is hoped to make arrangements to
have this book available at book shops in the near
future. The book was authored by Drs. Evert Jongens
recipient of Sri Lanka Ranjana, and Officer in the
order of Oranje Nassue. The book illustrates four
hundred years of relationship between The
Netherlands and Ceylon / Sri Lanka in a nut shell.
This book was initially written in Dutch for the readers
in The Netherlands and was translated to English by
NAAL member Dr. K D Paranavithana. It contains a
list of publications valuable for those who are
interested in gaining knowledge on the NetherlandsSri Lanka relations.

The 41st AGM of the Netherlands Alumni
Association of Lankawillbeheldon15 July
2012 at Ambalama Leisure Lounge.

Happy girls with their new beds
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A TRAILER TO TRANSPORT SOLID WASTE TO
GALLE MUNICIPALITY

out of service in the Netherlands could be used here.
Mr. Zonderen said that it is possible to give Projectors
from White Theatre and agreed to look in to the
possibilities of obtaining more projectors from other
cinemas. He was successful in obtaining 10
projectors and SOS Velsen will fund the transport and
shipping costs to Sri Lanka. He is looking for more
projectors.

During the visit of the Delegation from Velsen in March
2012 a Trailer with three compartments to transport
separated waste Glass, Paper and Bio Degradable was
donated by the Chairman SOS Velsen Mr Klass van
Slooten. During the meeting the Mayor of Galle Mr
Methsiri De Silva requested for an additional Tractor and a
similar Trailer. Now SOS Velsen has approved this request
to donate a TAFE 45 DI Tractor at the cost of LKR
1,379,000/- and a Trailer with three compartments at LKR
295,000/-

NAAL meeting along with Velsen delegation

Donated Special Trailer in March 2012

OXYGEN SUPPLY TO EMERGENCY TRAUMA
CENTER FROM THE LIQUID OXYGEN TANK
SOS Velsen provided funds to install an Oxygen pipe line
to new Emergency Trauma Center. The total estimate for
the project inclusive of Tax was LKR.909, 879. Director
Karapitiya Hospital Dr. Shelton Perera agreed to pay the
tax component LKR113, 417 from the hospital funds.
NAAL has already released the advance and the work is
nearing completion.
Velsen delegation welcomed at Galle M.C.

VISIT OF VELSEN DELEGATION DURING
MARCH 2012
Assisting Cinema Industry by donating used
Projectors from the Netherlands
A delegation from Velsen comprising of SOS V Chairman
Mr. Klaas van Slooten,Mrs Johanna van Slooten, SOS V
Treasurer Robert Zomerdijk, Board Member Mr. Dirk van
Zonderen –Director White Theatre - Velsen from 11 March
to 19 March 2012 visited Sri Lanka.

They had a meeting with Chairman National Film
Corporation Mr. Asoka Serasinghe and discussed the
possibilities of Dutch film festivals in Sri Lanka and
Sri Lankan Film Festivals in Velsen. During the
discussion it was revealed that all the cinemas in the
Netherlands will be converted to Digital technology
in September 2012. Mr. Serasinghe said that they are
going to establish 100 new cinema halls in Sri Lanka.
It dawned to everyone that the film projectors going

Velsen delegation meeting the Hon. Minister of
Fisheries & Cooperatives Mr D V Upul of
Southern Provincial Council
3

Development Co-operation focuses on assistance to
poorest of poor countries to achieve 50% of the
Millennium Development Goals by 2015. Though Sri
Lanka is not in the recipient list, there is a window of
opportunity for Sri Lanka to march towards achieving
its target of MDG for 2015in partnership with the state,
private and NGO Sectors of the Netherlands. The
Government of Sri Lanka has identified Ports,
Aviation, Tourism, Communication, Knowledge
dissemination, Agriculture and Livestock
development as opportunities for investment and has
made arrangements to negotiate with investors who
come with unsolicited proposals. The investments
made by the Government of the Netherlands in skills
and capacity development are about to bear fruit as the
expertise available in the country is ready for accepting
the challenge of Business Process Outsourcing if the
Dutch investors are desirous of partnering with Sri
Lankan entrepreneurs. This is the foreseeable future of
development co-operation between the Netherlands
and Sri Lanka. With great optimism towards
realization of this goal, NAAL wishes the people of the
Netherlands all the very best on their national Day.

A Partnership with the Netherlands towards
achieving Millennium Development Goals of Sri
Lanka
By Archt. Plnr. Thilina Kiringoda NAALMember,
President OPA (An article which appeared in the
Supplement of the National Day of Netherlands)
Relations between Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) and the
Netherlands (then Holland) date back to early 17th
century when the King of Ceylon signed a treaty with
Dutch East India Company on protection of the coastal
region of Ceylon from foreign invasions. During the
140-year occupation of maritime region there had been
many an intervention by the Dutch into the governance
of the region. Formalization of resolution of disputes
regarding civil and land matters, introduction of canal
systems to increase the cultivable land, establishing
trading of goods instead of bartering and introduction
of vernacular schools under the aegis of Dutch
Reformed Church were some of the interventions. The
legacy of Dutch still remains reflected in many aspects
of the today's culture of Sri Lankan society and the
fortified town of Galle has even been recognized by the
World Heritage Committee of UNESCO for
preservation as a World Heritage Site.

PUM NETHERLANDS SENIOR EXPERTS TO
HELP YOUR BUSINESS

After a lapse of nearly 150-years, the relations were
renewed within a framework of development cooperation. Since 1945, there had been a large number
of Dutch development assistance programs to improve
the economic, social, environmental, communication,
management and civil administration sectors. These
programs, while focused on sector development, also
brought benefits through development of human
resources in the assisted sectors. Drs. Evert Jongens, a
Founder of Stichting Nederland-Sri Lanka
(Netherlands - Sri Lanka Foundation), was
instrumental in bringing together the Sri Lankan
Alumni of Dutch Institutions for higher learning under
the banner of Netherlands Alumni Association of
Lanka (NAAL) in 1970. Now the membership of
NAAL has reached nearly 700.

Over 400 SMEs in Sri Lanka have benefited from the
technical assistance offered by PUM which is funded by
Govt. of the Netherlands and Employers Federation. The
volunteer experts from Netherlands provide their advice
free of charge. PUM takes care of international travel etc.
of the expert. The Applicants pay only for the local costs
such as food and lodging of the expert. PUM offers
training and business links opportunities to Sri Lankans
and over 100 business personnel have visited
Netherlands under this Programme. Contact Local
Representative: Tel: 2695590, kumar45@sltnet.lk
PUM Website www.pum.nl

Congratulations – Senior Attorney Mrs. Padmini
Indira Senarathne Samarasinghe, NAAL
Committee Member was appointed by the Cabinet
of Ministers as the new Legal Draftsman.

The flagship program is theTwinning of Galle and
Velsen, which is still coordinated in Sri Lanka by
NAAL. As Sri Lanka has passed the threshold of USD
2000.00 per capita income, the country will not get any
development assistance from donor countries in the
future. In this regard development assistance from the
Netherlands is no exception. Present policy of the
Government of the Netherlands on International

Congratulations – Mrs Hema Dharmawardena
NAAL Committee Member was appointed
Additional Secretary to the Ministry of Economic
Development.

NAAL members are welcome to send any material and information to be included in the next NAAL journal to
Mr SarathJayathilake, Editor – sarathj@itmin.net

Globe Printing Works - No. 5, Stork Place, Colombo 10. Tel : 2689259
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